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Dv the course of an extended investigation inl
tion, and the heallthy and morbid rconditions c

it, I arrivcd seieral ycars ago at the conclusi
of suppuration in woundIs is decomposition, 1
ence of the atmosphere upon blood or scrum
in the casc of contuscd wounds, upon portion
violeiicc of the iijury.
To .prevent the occurrence of supputration

was an object inaiifestly desirable, blut till late
since it seemed hopcless to attempt to cxcliunivelally regarrded as the -agent by which
But when it had been shown by the research(
property of the atmosphere depended not on
constituent, but on minute organisms suspen
energy to their vitality, it occturred to me tli
jurect part might be avoided witliout exclu(lir
dressing somc material capable of destroyii
-particles. Upon this principle I have based
now attempt to give a short account.
The material which I have employed is

volatile,organic compound, whtich appears to e
tive influence upon low forms of life, and I
antiseptic with which we are at present acqu:
The first class of cases to which I applici

fractures, in which the effects of decompositi
especially strikiing and pernicious. The, res
establish conclusively the great principle tha
mischhief and gneral febrie dfishirl'a,ce 71iui
dute to I/s irritaling anYdpoisoning i/iJ/ueWce of(

For these evils are entirely avoidled by the a
limbs which otherwise would be unhesitatir
tion may be retained, with confidence of the

In conducting the treatment,.the first obje
of any septic germs wlhich may have been
either at the mnomenit of the accident or durii
elapsexl. This is done by introdutcing the ac
accessible recesses of the wound by means of
ing forceps and dipped in the liqui(l. t Thithge earlier casesi; but expericnce lhas slhowni
carbolic acidl forms witli the blood, and also
.by its caustic aciioni, including even parts ol
by absorption aned orga;nisation, provided th
decomposing. We are thus enabled to emp
efficienitly at a period after the occurrence of
othenrise probably favil. Thus I have now
ow lnfinnary, a boy wvho was admitted witfeg as late as eiglht lhours anid a half after th

theless, all local and constitution.al disturbai
carbolic acid, and the bones were soundly
admission.
The next object to be kept in view is to g

spreadling of dlecomiipositioii ilto thllc voun(
tand sertum whichl oozes out dluring the first
when the acid originally applieed has been u
absorption anxd evaporation. This part of tl
.improved during the last few weeks. The r
publislhed (see the Laosed for Marchl i6th, 2
the present year) consisted in the applicatio
.the acid, overlapping the sound skin to som
tin cap, which was daily raisedl in or(ler to
with the antiseptic. rhis metlhod certainily
of moderate size; and indeed I may say
this kind which lhave been so treate(d by ni
not a single failure has occurred. When,
large, the flow of bloodl and scrum is so

/ first twenty-four lhours, that the antisepti
the spread of decomposition into the interi

*Rcad in the Surgical Section before the annu
Association in Dublin, on Auigust gth, i867.
+ The addition of a fewdrops of water to a consi

acid, induces it to assume permanently the liquid
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skin for a very considerable distance, and this was inadmissible by the
methilod described above, on account of the extensiv sloughing of the...-HE PRACTIMCE OF surface of the cutis which it would involve. ThMs d.fficulty has, ho.
ever, been overcome by employing a paste composed of common whit.

F.R.S., ing (carbonate of lime), mlxed with a solutioa of ore part of carbolic
ty of Glassow. aicid in four parts of boilal linseed oil, so as to form a firm putty. This

application contains the -acid in too dilute a fotm to exconatc the skin,
to the nature of inflamma. which it may be made to cover to any exte.it tl;at may be thought de.
Df the blood in relation to sirable, whiil its substance serves as a reservo.. O'. the antiseptic* mate.
ion that the essential cause ril.y So long as any discharge -continues, !he m.stc should be changed

r o n ily, and, in order to prevent the chance of niisohief occurring dunxbrouglit about by the influ- tile process, a piece of rag dipped in the solution V carbolic acid in oil
retainedl withlin them, anld, is put on next the skin, and maintained there permas:ntly, care being
s of tissue destroyed by the taken to avoid raising it along with the putty. This rag iz always kept

in an antiseptic condition from contact with the paste abwve it, and

,witl all-its attencaint risks--(Icstroys aiy gcrms lhat ma- fall-upon--it-during-the-short-timne-th-
ly apparently unattainable, slhout alone be allowed to )ass in the changing of the dressia e. TbM
u(ec the oxygen, whichi was putty should be la a layer a:)out a quarter ot an inch thick, and s,.:v be
l)utrefaction wvas effected. advantageously applied rollcd out between two pieces of thin calio.,

es of Psteur that the septic which maintain it in the fbrm of a continuous shect, which may be
the oxfagen, or anygtsepou wranped in a moment round the whole circumference of a limb if this
the oxygen, or any gaseous be thought desirable, wlilc the putty is prevented by the calico r

at d iecomplositioi inthee ei sticking to the rag wihicih is next the skin. * When all discharge has

the air anolysion ingts a ceased, tht Itse of thc p.astc is discoiinitined, but the original rag u leftl)y the aS a adhering to the skin till healing by scabbing is supposed to be complete.ng the life of n Ilaili I have at present in the lhospital a man with severe compounid fracture
a practice of which I wi of both bones of.'the left leg, causel by direct violence, wvho, after the

carb)olic or phlenic acid, a cessation of the sanious discharge under the use of the paste, without.a
6xercise a peculiarly destci dro of pus appearing, has been treated for the last two weeks exactly
hence is thle most powerfiul 'is i the racture were a iiniple one. During this time the rag, aenng
tinted, by means of 'i crust of inspissated blood collected beneath it, has con.
dl it wris thiat of compoun(t tittued perfectly dry, and it will be left untouchied till the usual period
ion inwlia ithjatr,l partc ure for lemoving thic splints in tsimple f i.cture, when we may fairly expect
onts have been sucli as to to fined :sound cicatrix Ieneath itut hv been stichi)J#asZt)IZo \We cnnnot, howvever, always calculate on so perfect a result as. thi,.
Lt all i/ie local inflammatorY M?ore or less pus mnay appear after the lapse of the first week, and the~
1ch follrw seveire tininries at-e larger the wolioud theimorc likely is this to happen. And licre I ,ould
knposel)ing idul or slonthafss.desire earnestly to. enforce the necessity of persevering with the anti.
Lntiseptic treatment, so dint sectic application ii spite of the appearance of suppuration, so long as
ngly condemned to amputa- othler synmptomus are favourable. The surgeon is extrenmely apt to sup.
best results.
ct must be the destruction pose that ainy suIptPrtion is an indication that the antiseptic treatment
introduced inito the wound, :lns failed, andul tiattpoulticing or wvater dressinig siould be resorted tQ.
iig the time wvhicli has since Butt suchi a course wotild in many cases sacrifice a limlb or a life. I ca-
:id of full strenigth initoall not, however, expect my professionial brethren to followv myn advice
aliccof tag held~intoallc )blindly in suchl a matter, and( therefore I fecl it necessary to plAcepIpieceot lld in dresis before tlhemii, ans shortly as I cani, some p)atlhological principles intimately
s thadt the compounde vhicln coiiiectcd, not onlly with the point wc are immcediately considering, but

hany ortiohes of tissue killed witlh the whole subject of this paper.anythpor iiare dtisposed of If a perfectly hcalthy granulating sore bc well, washed and coveredeythe bone, wiar(lsepI f witlh a plate of cleain metal,. suchi as block tin, fitting its surface pretty
,ey are afterwvards kept fromn-3
aloy the antiseptic treatmenlt acctrately, anid overlapping the surrotiundiing skin ani iiichi or so in every
r the injury dt which it wodtldirection, anid retained in position lby adhesive plaster and a bandage, it

un(ler my cartw ic the Gvaud will he founid on removing it after twenity-fotir or forty-eight hours, that
th compoumad iracture ofthG little or nothiing that can bc called pus is 1)rcsclt, nmerely a littlc trans*
ch compound fractewhof the parcnt fluid, while at the same tinme thierc is an enitire absence of the

acci nsavoind byhmeans ofe unpleasant odoutr invariably perceived when water dressing is changed.nice(twa esavoided byhmesof Ilere the clean metallic surl;-ce presenting no recesses like those of
united five weeks after his

porous lint for the septic genus to develope in, the fluid exuding rfom
pinrd eicltlally againqt the the surface of the granulations has flowved away undecomposed, and.theruard effectually a s te result is absence of slil)l)uration. This simlple experimcnt illustrates the
A alonig the streani of bloodIre
fewv days aIfter the accident, i)mport,ant fact, thiat granulations have nio inilerent tendency to form
rashed out or dhissipeate y pus, but (do so only wheni stubjected to a preternatural stimulus. Fur
be treatment hlas been greatly ther, it sliows that the nmere contact of a foreign body does not of itself
nethod which J have hitherto~ stimulate ,ranulations to supp)urate; wvhereas the presencc of decomn
3rd, 30th, and April 27th of posing organic matter does:. These truthls arc even more strikiingly ex-
a3 of a piece of lint dipped in emplified by the fact tliiclh I lhave clscuvliere recorled (Op. cit., March
ne extentandi coverfel with a 23rd, xS67), that a piece of dead bonc free from decomposition may
touch the surfanec of the lint not onily fail to indlutice the granulations aroun(l it to suppurate, but ni

succeededtt well with woundls actually be absorbed by tiieni; whereas a bit of (ead bonc soaked wit
that in all the many cases of putrid pus infallibly iii(luces sui)ppuration in its vicinity.
tysel or my housecsurgeons, AnAother ipstructive experimient is, to (Iress a granulating sore withi some
however, the ounde is very of the ptltty above described, overlapping the sound(l sklin extensively;
hrofuse, specially during the whien wc findh, in the couirse of twenity-four lhours, that ptus has been pro.
c aprplication cannot urevengt euced by the sore, althiotughi the application lhas beci perfectly antiseptic;
or unless it overlaps thle sound r

In order to prevent evaporation of the acid, whichl passcs readily through an

:a1 meeting of the British 'Medical organic tisuc, such as oilcd silk or gutta percha, it is well to cover the paste with a

shect of block tini, or tinifoil strcngthelcied with adhesive plastcr. T'h thinsheet lead
iderable quantityof the crysuallised used for lining teachests will also answcr the purpose, and mainy e obtained fr
form; ay wholesale grocer.
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and, indeed, the larger the amotnt ofcarbolic acid in the paste, the greater .
is the quantityof pus formed, provided we avoid such a proportion as 4

would act as a caustic. The carbolic acid, thoughl it prevents decom.
position, induces suppurmtion-obviously by actinig as a chemical sti: f
mulus; and we maysafely infer that putrescent organic materials (which
we know to be chemically acrid) operate in the sr.me way.

In so far, then, carbolic acid and decomposing substances are alike;
vz., that they induce. suppuration by clienmica' stimulation, as distin- .

guished from what may be termed simple ir.flammatory suppuration, i
such as that in which ordinary abscesses originate-where the puS ap I
pars to be formed in consequence of an :xcited action of the nerves,
independently of any other stimulus. There is, however, this enormbus i
differnce between the effects of carbeic acid-and those of decomposi-
tion; -viz., that carbolic acid stims'tates only the surface to which it is

first applied, and every drop of discharge that forms weakens the stimu.
lat by diluting it: 'ht 4eccomposition is a self-propagating and self4ag-
grmvting -,ton, and,- if it occur atttlhe surface of a severely inTured I
limb. ; will, spreod into ail its recesses so far as any extravasated blood I
or shreds of dead tissue may -extend, and, lying in those receses, it whill
become from hour to hour more acrid, till it acquired the energy of a

caustic, sufficient .to destroy the vitality of any tissues naturally weak
from inferior vascular supply, or weakened by the injury they sustained
in the accident.
Hence it is easy to understand how, -when a wound is very large, the.

crust benealth the rag may prove here and there insufficient to protect
the raw surface from the stimulating influence of the carbolic acid in
the putty; and the result will be first the conversion of the tissues so

acted on into grnulations, and subsequtently the formation of more or

less pus. This, however, will be merely superficial, and will not inter.
fere witl the absorption and organisaltion of extravasated blood or dead
tissues in the interior. But, on the other hand, should decomposition
set in before the internal parts have become securely consolidated, the
most disastrous results may ensue.

I left behind me in Glasgow a boy, 13 years of age, who, between
three and four weeks previously, met withi a most seyere injury to the
left arm, which he. got entangled in a machine at a fair. There was a

wound six inches long and three inches broad, and the sk-in was very

extensively undermined beyond its limits, while the soft parts generally-
were so much lacerated that a pair of dressing forceps introduced at the
wound and puslhed directly inwards appeared beneathi the skin at the op.

posite aspect of the limb. From this wound several tags of muscle were

hanging, an( among them was one consisting of about three inclhes of
the triceps in almost its entire thickness; while the lower fragnent of th-c
bone which was broken high up was protruding four inches and a hlalf,
stripped of muscle, the skini being tuckeld in under it. Without the
assistance of thc antiseptic treatment, I shiould certainly have tholght df
nothing else but amputation at the shoulder-joint; but, as the radial
pulse could be felt and the fingers had sensation, I did not lhesitate to

try to save the limb, and adopted the plan of treatment above described,
wrapping the arm from the shoulder to below the elbow in the antiscptic
application, the whole interior of the wound, together with the pro-

truding.bone, hlaving previously been freely treated with strong carbolic
acid. About tdetenth day, the discharge, which up to that time had
been only sanious and serouts, showed a slight admixture of slimy pus;

and this increased till (a few days before 1 left) it amounted to about

three drchms iti twenty.four hours. But the boy continued as he hiad
been after the second day, free from unfavourable symptoms, with pulse,
tongue, appetite and sleep natural, and strength increasing, hile the
limb remained, as it hadi been from the first, free from swelling, reIness,
or pain. 1, therefore, perseveredw%%ith the antiseptic dlressing; and, be.

fore I left, the discharge was already somewhat less, while the bone was

beceming firm. I tlhink it likely that4 in that boy's case, I shoulod have
found merely a superficial sore hud I taken off all the dressings at the
end of three wreeks; thou{gh, considering the extent of the injury, I
thought it prudent to let the month expire before disturbing the rag next
the skin. BIut 1 feel sure that, if I had resorted to ordinary dressing
when the pus first appeared, the progress of the case would have been
exceedingly different.
The next class of cases to which I have applied the antiseptic treat.

mnent is that of abscesses. lHere a.lso the results have becn extremely
satisfactory, and in beautiful harmony ,vith the pathological principles
indicated above. The pyogenic membrane, like the grnnulations of a

sore, whichi it resembles in nature, forms pus, hot from any inherent
disposition to do so, but only because it is subjected to some pr.tcr-
natural stimulation. In an or(dinary abscess, whether acute or chronic,
before it is opened the stimulus which mnintains tllc suppuration is de.
rived from the presence of the pus pent with in the c-ity. WVhen a

free opening is made in thle ordinary way, this stimulus is got rid of, but
the atmosphere gaining access to the contents, the potent stimulus of de.

composition comes into operation, and pus is generted in grter ibun.
dance than before.. But when the evacuation is effected on the anti.
septic principle, the pyenic membrane,-freed from the influence of the
former stimuluswithout the substitutiomof anew one, ceases to suppumte
(like the'granulations of a sore under metallic dressing), fumishing merely
a. trifling amount of clear serum, and, whether the opening be dependent
or not, rapidly contracts and coalesces. At the same time any consti.
tutional symptom!. previously occasioned by the accumulation of the
matter are got rid oF without the slightest risk of the irritative fever or
hectic hitherto so justly dreaded in dealing with large abscesses.

In order that the treatment may be satisfactory, tbe abscess must be
seen before it has opened. Then, except invri y rare and peculiar cases
there are no septic organisms in the contents, so that it is needless to in.
troduce carbolic acid into the interior. Indeed, such a proceedure would
be objectionable, as it would stimulate the pyogenic membrane to un-
necessary suppurationu All that is requisite is to guard against the in.
troduction of living atmospheric-gems from- 'vithouttat the same time
that free opportunity is afforded for the escape of discharge from within.

I have so lately given elsewhere a detailed account of the method by
which this is effected (op. tit., July 27th, 1867), that I shan not enter
into it at present further than to say that the means employed are the
same as those described above for the superficial dressing of compound
fractures; viz., a piece of rag dipped in the solution-of carbolic acid in
oil to serve as an antiseptic curtain, under cover of which the abscess is
evacuated by free incision, -and the antiseptic paste to guard against
decomposition occurring in the stream of pus that flows out beneath it:
the dressing being changed daily till the sinus has closed.
The most remarkable results of this practice in a pathological point of

view have been afforded by cases whre the formation of pus depended
upon disease of bone. Here the abscesses, instead of forming exceptions
to the general class in the obstinacy of the suppuration, have resembled
the rest in yielding in a few days only a trifling discharge, and frequently
.the production of pus has ceased from the moment of the evacuation of
the original contents. - Hence it appears that Caries, when no longer
labouring as lheretofote under the irritation of decomposing matter, cease
to be an opprobrium of surgery, and recovers like other inflammatory
affections. In the publication before alluded to, I have mentioned
the case of a middle-aged man with psoas abscess depending on
diseased bone, in whom the sinus finally closecl after months oF pa.
tient perseverance with the antiseptic treatment. Since that article
was written I have had another instance of success equally grtifyirtg,
but differing in the circumstancc that the disease and the recovery were
both more ra)id in their course. rhe patient was a blacksmith,who had
suffered four Iand alihalf months before I saw him from symptoms of
ulceration of cartilage in the lef4 elbow. These had latterly increased in
severity so as to deprive him entirely of his night's rest and of aplptite.
I founcl the region of the elbow greatly savollen, and on careful examina.
tion discovered a fluctuating point at the outer aspect of the articulation.
I opened it on the antiseptic principle, the incision evidently penetrting
to the joint, giving exit to a few drachms of pus. The medical gentleman
under whose care he was (Dr. Macgregor, of Glasgow) superised the
laily dressing with the carbolic acid paste till the patient went to spend
two or thlie aweeks at the coast, when his wife was entmsted with it.
-Just two months after I opened the abscess, he called to show me the
limb, stating that thc discharge had been, for at lest two weeks, as little
as it then ws. a. trifling moisture upon the paste, such as miglt be ac-

counted for by the little sore caused by the incision. Ontapplying i
probe guarded with an antiscptic rag, I fotund that the sinus was soundly
closed, while the limb was free from swelling or tenderness; and, although
he bad not attempted to excrcise it much, the joint could already be
moved througgh a consideralble angle. Here the antiseptic principle had
effected the restoration of a joint, whiclh, on any other knowvn system of
treatment, must have been exCised.

Ordina.ry contused wotunds are, of course, amenable to the same treat.
ment as compound fractures, which are a complicated variety of them.
I will content mnyself with mentioniing a singlc instance of this class of
cascs. In April ltst, a volunteer was lischarging a rifle when it burst,
and blew back the tlhumb with its metacarpal bone, so that it could be
bent back- as on a hinge at the trapez.ial joint, which had evidently been
opened, while all the soft parts between the -metacarpal hones of the
thumb and forcfinger wcre torn through. I nced not insist before my
present audience on the ugly clharcter of such an injury. My I-louse.
Suirgeon, Mr. l-lector Cameron, alpplied carbolic acid to the whole raw
turfacc, and completed the dIressing as if for compound fracture. The
hanad remainedl free from pain, redness, or swelling, andl with tlhe excep-

* At. an instance of one of thcs exceptional ct.sws, I may mention that of a
abscess in thc viciiiity of the colon, and aftenvards proveld by Aoit oorterm examina.
tion to have once communicatted with it. Here the pis was extremely offensive when
evacuated, and exhibited vibrios udeldr the microscope.
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tion of a shallow groove, all the wound consolidated without a drop of
matter, so that if it had been a clean cut, it would have been regarded
as a good example of primary union. The small granulating surface
soon healed, and at present a linear cicatrix alone tells of the injury he
has sustained, while his thumb has all its movements and his hand a
firm grasp.

If the severest forms of contused and lacerated wounds heal thus kindly
under the antiseptic treatment, it is obvious that its application to simple
incised wounds must be merely a matter of detail. I have devoted a
good deal of attention to this class, but I have not as yet pleased myself
altogether with any of the methods I have employed. I am, howpyuer,
prepared to go so far as to say that a solution of carbolic acid in twenty
parts of water, while a mild and cleanly application, may be relied on for
destroying any septic germs that may fall upon the wound during the
performance of an operation; and also that, for preventing the subsequent
introduction of others, the paste above described, applied as for com-
pound fractures, gives excellent results. Thus I have had a case of
strangulated inguinal hernia in which it was necessary to take away half-
a-pound ofthickened omentum, heal without any deep-seated suppuration
or any tenderness of the sac or any fever; and amputations, including
one immediately below the knee, have remained absolutely free from
constitutional symptoms.

Further, I have found that when the antiseptic treatment is efficiently
conducted, ligatures may be safely cut short and left to be disposed of
by absorption or otherwise. Should this particular branch of the subject
yield all that it promises, should it turn out on further trial that when
the knot is applied on the antiseptic principle, we may calculate as securely
as if it were absent on the occurrence of healing without any deep-seated
suppuration, the deligation of main arteries in their continuity will be de-
prived of the two dangers that now attend it, viz., those of secondary
hbemorrhage and an unhealthy state of the wound. Further, it seems not
unlikely that the present objection to tying an artery in the immediate
vicinity of a large branch may be done away with; and that even the in-
nominate, which has lately been the subject of an ingenious experiment by
one of the Dublin surgeons, on account of its well-known fatality under
the ligature from secondary hemorrhage, may cease to have this unhappy
character when the tissues in the vicinity of the thread, instead of be-
coming softened through the influence of an irritating decomposing sub-
stance, are left at liberty to consolidate firmly near an unoffending though
foreign body.

It would carry me far beyond the limited time which, by the rules of
the Association, is alone at my disposal, were I to enter into the various
applications of the antiseptic principle in the several special departments
of surgery.

There is, however, one point more that I cannot but advert to, viz.,
the influence of this mode of treatment upon the general healthiness of
an hospital. Previously to its introduction the two large wards in which
most of my cases of accident and of operation are treated were among
the unhealthiest in the whole surgical division of the Glasgow Royal
Infirmary, in consequence apparently of those wards being unfavourably
placed with reference to the supply of fresh air; and I have felt ashamed
when recording the results of my practice, to have so often to allude to
hospital gangrene or pyaemia. It was interesting, though melancholy,
to observe that whenever all or nearly all the beds contained cases with
open sores, these grievous complications were pretty sure to show them-
selves; so that I came to welcome simple fractures, though in themselves
of little interest either for myself or the students, because their presence
diminished the proportion of open sores among the patients. But since
the antiseptic treatment has been brought into full operation, and wounds
and abscesses no longer poison the atmosphere with putrid exhalations,
my wards, though in other respects under precisely the same circum-
stances as before, have completely changed their character; so that
during the last nine months not a single instance of pyaemia, hospital
gangrene or erysipelas has occurred in them.
As there appears to be no doubt regarding the cause of this change,

the importance of the fact can hardly be exaggerated.

BEQUESTS.-The late Captain Edward William Harris, of Her Ma-
jesty's Indian Navy, has directed that, after the death of his wife, a
sum of £8,ooo is to be divided in equal shares to certain charities men-
tioned in his will, amongst which are the following medical institutions:
the Small-pox Hospital, Islington; the Metropolitan Free Hospital; the
Brompton Consumption Hospital; the Orthopoedic Hospital, Oxford
Street; the Fever Hospital, Islington; the Ophthalmic Hospital, St.
George's, Southwark; the Hospital for Diseases of the Chest, Victoria
Park; St. Mark's Hospital for Fistula; Hospital for the Paralysed and
Epileptic; the Ophthalmic Hospital, Gray's Inn Road; Hospital for
Stone; the Cancer Hospital; the Asylum for Idiots; and the Lock Hos-
pital.

EXTRAUTERINE FiETATION: ATTESiV
BY THE VIS MEDICATRIX NA',
By CHARLES TERRY, Esq., Newpo

I WAS sent for in March I867 to see Mrs. W., who,
suffering from a violent attack of diarrhoea of long stand
ing her house, I found that she had been confined four i
and one month afterwards she had been seized with vi.
attended with pain in the left hypogastric region, which
little increased by pressure. The motions were entirely
offensive, and voided constantly day and night. This sta
had continued for three months before my seeing her. The
extremely emaciated, and presented the appearance of or.
from phthisis; but auscultation and percussion gave no certa
its presence. The other organs of the body were healthy.

I administered aperients; but under this plan the motion
more offensive, and she became very low, nervous, and depre
then, though I must confess with misgiving, gave astringents;
the diarrhoea very little abated, the motions became hotribly o°
and the pain increased. I left off astringing, convinced that it V
dently locking up some unknown source of irritation. The di.
might have been accounted for in various ways; but I was certain.
loss to account for the appearance of the motions, which resembled o.
thing I had ever seen before, and were of a whitish purulent appearajce.
smelling strongly of putrefying matter.

I now simply devoted myself to keeping up the patient's strength;
but, notwithstanding all the means adopted, the symptoms of prostra-
tion gained ground, the diarrhcea still continued much the same) and
pectoriloquy was audible in both lungs. In the early part of June, a bone
was passed with the motions, which, on examination, proved to be the
femur of a foetus. It had no apophyses; and the foramina for the
medullary vessels were well marked. This threw light upon the case;
and I made out the following history.
My patient informed me she was confined with her first child in i858

-a natural labour. Two years after this, she entertained no doubt that
she was again pregnant; and she went, as she thought, her full time,
the whole of the period being marked by great pain in the chest and
bowels. She was unable to move about, and was constantly obliged to
be propped up; and lying on her back caused pain and a sense of
weight. At the end of her time, she passed without any pain what,
according to her, resembled a mass of congealed blood, followed by a
considerable discharge of liquid blood. After this, she decreased gradu-
ally in size; and, notwithstanding her friends considered her pregnancy
must have been a delusion, she never entertained any doubt herself but
that she had been really pregnant. She recovered her health, and suf-
fered no further pain. In two years more, she again became pregnant,
and was delivered, at the full time, of a child, having had a short
labour, with little pain. Eighteen months after this, whilst still suckling,
she was attacked by great pain in the stomach and left hypogastric re-
gion; and shortly afterwards passed, per rectum, about a pint of blood,
when the pain ceased, and she soon recovered. Four years after this,
she was again confined; and a month after this the present history
commenced.
On examining the patient after this statement, in conjunction with my

friend Mr. Hailey, a sensation of a hard moveable body was communi-
cated to the finger in the left hypogastric region, close to the descending
colon; and it seemed clear that a considerable portion of the foetus re-
mained in the sac communicating with the bowel. The patient's state
was such as utterly to preclude the idea of any operation. About six
weeks from this time, at the wish of her friends, she was taken to Lon-
don (no more bones having passed); and death put an end to her suffer-
ings about three weeks after her removal.

Shortly before death, a large mass of bones was passed per rectum.
Amongst them was the inferior maxillary bone, which gave great pain
in its passage, and had to be removed with the fingers.
The relations unfortunately appear to have objected to an autopsy,

which would have been of a most interesting character; but I think
there can be no doubt that an examination would have shown a com-
munication between the sac containing the fcetus and the descending
colon; and this was, in all probability, established after the discharge of
blood per rectum. No special symptoms appear to have been experi-
enced between this period and her last confinement, the pains of which
would appear to have pressed some portion of the foetus into the bowel
through the opening. The efforts of Nature to do this, and the ex-
haustion caused thereby, appear to have been the sole cause of death, as
otherwise there seemed no reason why the foetus should not have re-
mained in the abdominal cavity for a great length of time, as in the case
published in the JOURNAL a short time ago by my friend Mr. Watkins
of Towcester.


